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The Ron Kilgour Memorial Trust (RKMT) was established as a memorial to the late Dr Ronald Kilgour to 

organise, promote and foster activities in relation to research and teaching in the areas of ethology, behaviour, 

social values and personal, social and agricultural development and associated international relations. 

The RKMT is accepting applications from students, within New Zealand, who are currently enrolled in or have 

recently completed, a graduate degree (Honours, MSc or PhD) in the area of animal behaviour and welfare. 

The award will provide partial or full funding to attend and present their research at a relevant congress 

(e.g. ISAE, IEC or similar).  

Selection will be based on the potential impact of the students’ research toward improving animal welfare and 

on financial need. 

The award has the following objectives: 

• To increase the profile of animal behaviour and welfare as a scientific discipline.

• To encourage students to investigate issues in animal behaviour and welfare.

• To provide students the opportunity to attend a conference to present their research and increase

their profile by providing networking opportunities with other scientists working in the field.

The following information must be included in your application: 

1. Your name, contact information, academic institution, degree, the name of your supervisor, along with

a letter from you indicating:

o your interest in animal behaviour and welfare

o your desire to attend this conference and what you hope to gain

o the relevance of your research to the advancement of animal behaviour and welfare

o financial need

2. An abstract of your research, which you would submit for presentation at the conference.

A successful application will be dependent on the acceptance of your abstract by the conference

organisers.

3. Itemised budget of travel expenses. Include any other funding available to you, or for which you will

be applying.

4. Letter of recommendation from your supervisor.

Successful applicants undertake to acknowledge the award of this grant in their presentation and to send a 

copy of their presentation and a brief report outlining their experience of the conference to the RKMT within 

two months following the conference. With the permission of the recipient, presentations will be published on 

the RKMT website.  

Applications will be accepted via e-mail. 

Please send the application to Rell Sumner and Mary Foster at the following email addresses (using the 

subject heading “Ron Kilgour Award” and your name): 

landell@xtra.co.nz   with copy to m.foster@waikato.ac.nz 

mailto:m.foster@waikato.ac.nz


Dr Ron Kilgour  (1932-1988) 

Ron Kilgour’s life had many facets. He was a pioneer in 

the study of farm animal behaviour in order to promote 

animal welfare and improve their productivity. But he also 

had an encompassing and compassionate approach to 

life that spanned many organisations and causes. 

He was born into a farming family at Table Flat near Apiti 

in the Manawatu. He attended Fielding Agricultural High 

School and then studied at Canterbury University, 

graduating with a BA in psychology. His MA on 

leadership in a herd of dairy cows was a pointer to his 

future career.  

After teaching for some years and spending time on aid 

projects in Indonesia, he commenced his career in 

applied behavioural science at Ruakura in 1967. The 

animal behaviour unit he established developed strong 

links to the University of Waikato Psychology 

Department. He was a gifted motivator and supervised 

students through many basic and applied research projects. In 1972 he was awarded a PhD from Waikato 

University based on his thesis An examination of the temperamental and ability characteristics of large 

animals under open-field and stress conditions. 

His research included pigs, deer, sheep, goats, horses, possums and hens. Among many other topics, he 

advised and worked with researchers on the effects of electric fences, responses of cows to pulsation and 

vacuum, food preferences, sensory perceptions, and physiological and behavioural responses to 

transportation. Ron published 96 scientific papers, 38 extension papers, 60 general papers, and 18 book 

chapters. A book based on his experience and that of Clive Dalton, Livestock Behaviour, became the 

recognised text for students worldwide. He was a speaker and guest lecturer at scientific conferences and 

universities throughout the world. In 1985 was awarded Munich University's Felix Wankel award for 

research in animal production. 

Ron was a public advocate for the study of applied animal behaviour and improved animal welfare at a 

time when these topics were regarded with suspicion by many in the farming and scientific communities. 

He gave willingly of his time to advise farmers, pet owners, exporters, managers of rural industries and 

many others on ways to relieve suffering and improve animal welfare. He was influential in changing the 

mind-set of many New Zealanders towards the importance of first recognising, and then accommodating, 

inherent animal behaviours in intensive production systems. 

Ron cared for the less fortunate throughout his life. He gave and did not count the cost. He was actively 

involved with the Presbyterian Church, with the charity CORSO, with anti-nuclear and anti-apartheid 

groups. He and his wife Anne were both actively involved in counselling staff at Ruakura and in the wider 

community on ways to overcome the problems they encountered. 

Ron still had much to do when his life was cut short by an accident in 1988. But we are grateful for what 

he did, and the energy and humanity he generated. 

 


